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We Celebrate
Our 2022 Sponsors

Additionally, we thank our Pennant Sponsors and Donors!

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R S

The Peckham Family
THE  J. CRIVELLO FOUNDATION

C H A M P I O N  S P O N S O R S

CARTERSTRONG
The Hervey Family Fund at the San Diego Foundation

Gail and Doug Hutcheson
SWEET DENISE, Thank you

Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians

R E L A Y  R A C E  S P O N S O R S

Charles R. Cono in Memoriam

F I N I S H  L I N E  S P O N S O R S

Vanya and Jerry Hilbert   |  Mirati Therapeutics, Inc.   |   
Illumina Foundation   |  SENTRE   |  Home Depot Foundation   |  

Link Revenue Resources, LLC
S T A R T I N G  B L O C K  S P O N S O R S

All Hallows Academy | Fish & Richardson, P.C. | 
 GEICO Philanthropic Foundation | RFT Management & Development Co. | 

Team Maya | Ace Parking | Jill and Jack Walsh Family |  
Sullivan Moving & Storage

T O R C H  S P O N S O R S

Brown Family  |  Wickstrand Family  |  Missy and Bob Ekdom  |  
Frazee Family  |  Creative Fusion  |  The Hill Charitable Foundation  |  

Jersey Mike’s Subs  |  La Playa Loving One Another  |   
Robin and Jim Olson  |  Port of San Diego  |  Pfizer  |   

Silvergate Development  |  The Vieira Family  |   
Ballast Point Brewing & Spirits  |   

MADCAPS 7th Grade Class



Champions Invite You!
We are so excited to announce that the 2023 Celebration of Champions® event  
is scheduled for Saturday, May 20, 2023. Save the date!

We are thankful for the great support received from our sponsors and donors that make this day possible.  
After two years of not being able to see you in person, it was such a pleasure to be back for a live event in 2022.  
As always, the health and safety of our Champions continues to be our #1 priority and we will ensure this is 
reflected in our planning efforts for next year.

Champions for the 2023 event are patients, Luke and Ruby. Please take a moment to read their inspiring story, as 
well as the incredible care they received at the nationally-recognized Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood 
Disorders at Rady Children’s Hospital-San Diego. Celebration of Champions raises much needed funds to support 
psychosocial services at the Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders. These programs help patients and 
families cope with a cancer/blood disorder diagnosis – and subsequent treatment – with full array of psychosocial 
services which can include:

• Art Therapy Program: Art Therapy utilizes art making and creativity to increase emotional well-being. Our 
art therapists are knowledgeable about the psychological aspects of the creative process and include a 
variety of techniques and art materials to inspire patients and family members.

• Canine Therapy Program: Therapy dogs, along with their handler or owner, visit with patients to provide a 
distraction from pain, anxiety, and daily hospital routines, along with bringing smiles and lots of laughter.

• Child Life Services: Child Life Specialists prepare patients and their families for procedures, tests, and 
surgeries along with providing programs to promote healing, peer interaction, and independence. Our 
compassionate team also partners with parents to maintain their child’s emotional well-being during 
treatment for cancer or a blood disorder.

• Hematology/Oncology Parent Liaison Program: Parents of children who have been treated for cancer or 
parents who have lost a child to cancer are available to provide peer support to other families.

• Supportive Care Program: The focus of this integral program is to improve the quality of life for our 
high-risk and relapsed pediatric cancer patients by providing comprehensive, coordinated care across all 
treatment settings and during all phases of care.

• Survivorship and Bereavement Programs: We offer survivorship and bereavement services that provide 
hope, support, and comfort for families in the midst of profound pain.

As we navigate these different times, it is important to reflect on the importance of health, the love of 
family, the great sacrifice of our health care professionals, and the joy we have when reaching out to help 
others in need. Whether this is your first year, or you are a returning supporter, please join us in 2023 to 
celebrate our brave Champions. Together, let’s help fund the important programs that support young 
patients as they pursue treatment to restore their health.

Warmly,
The Members of La Playa Unit of Rady Children’s Hospital Auxiliary
cocsponsors@gmail.com

Supporting Children with CancerVisit: www.celebrationofchampions.com

Celebrate!



Visit: www.celebrationofchampions.com

My son, Luke, was 8 years old when he came home from a school 
party feeling ill. He had also begun losing weight. I was 
concerned so made an appointment for him to see his primary 
care physician. Following lab work, we were sent to the 
Emergency Department at Rady Children’s where Luke was 
diagnosed with B-cell acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 

We had hoped that Luke would be considered cancer-free after 
one month of treatment, however, it was nine months of 
treatment before he went into remission. During Luke’s 
treatment, we found out were expecting our third child, Ruby. 

Then, 18 months later, the unimaginable happened. On 
Christmas Eve 2021, I noticed leg bruises, swollen glands, and 
little red dots on Ruby’s abdomen. In my heart, I knew that Ruby 
had leukemia. We decided to let our children open presents on 
Christmas morning before taking Ruby to Rady Children’s where 
she diagnosed with cancer at 18 months old. 

Luke,11, finished treatment in April 2022 and receives monthly 
check-ups. Ruby, 2, still has two years left of treatment.

Rady Children’s offers families an incredible support system that 
is funded in large measure by Celebration of Champions®. 
Parent liaisons, who have experience with their own child’s 
diagnosis, support parents through a shared experience. Child 
Life specialists explain procedures to patients, making sure they 
understand what to expect in a calm and comforting way. 

Our family experienced Celebration of Champions® for the first time in May 2022.  We loved participating with 
the amazing staff who have treated our children. Thanks for supporting patients like Luke and Ruby. 

With great appreciation,

Lindsey & Jason Hayworth

a letter from 

True Champions



28th Annual Rady Children’s Hospital-San Diego Celebration of Champions® 
May 2023 | 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Presented by the La Playa Unit of Rady Children’s Hospital Auxiliary

Event Schedule
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.   Event Check-in
9:40 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.   Sponsor Award and  
  Opening Ceremonies
10:00 a.m. to Noon   Celebration of Champions® Relay
Noon   Circle of Life Closing Ceremony
Noon to 2:00 p.m.   Picnic Lunch, Music &  
  Entertainment, Champions  
  Carnival
2:00 p.m.   Event Conclusion

Attendance
2,500 Champions, Families, Friends, Sponsors, Celebrities, 
Hospital Staff and Volunteers 

Event Details
Magicians, clowns, llamas, celebrities and other entertainers 
provide pre-Celebration delight. Afterwards, each Champion, accompanied by their sponsor and celebrity, runs, walks, 
or is carried one-eighth of a mile while carrying the “Torch of Life” symbolizing courage and determination in fighting 
their illness. After the run is completed, a closing ceremony, picnic lunch, music, and carnival complete the day.

About Rady Children’s Peckham Center for Cancer & Blood Disorders
Part of a National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer Center, the Peckham Center for Cancer and 
Blood Disorders is the largest pediatric hematology/oncology program serving San Diego, Riverside and Imperial 
counties. Children from around the world come to Rady Children’s for comprehensive cancer care spanning evaluation, 
treatment, pain management, palliative care, oncologic emergencies and specialized cancer treatment, including 
chemotherapy, biotherapy and pioneering immunotherapy.

The Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders offers state-of-the art facilities to meet San Diego’s growing need 
for comprehensive pediatric cancer care. Its treatment, procedure, and outpatient exam rooms include the latest 
technology and equipment. An additional 38 private in-patient rooms provide advanced air filtering equipment for its 
fragile patients.

At the Peckham Center, cancer is the most frequent diagnosis, but patients are also treated for blood disorders such as 
hemophilia, sickle cell disease and von Willebrand’s disease.

Use of Celebration Funds
In addition to the healing Celebration day itself, net proceeds from this event help fund unique emotional and social 
support programs for patients and their families that would not be fully funded without the generosity of Celebration 
sponsors. These support programs include: hematology/oncology parent liaisons, child life services, and counseling 
services. For more information about the Center’s complete psycho/social program, visit: http://www.rchsd.org/
programs-services/cancer-blood-disorders.

Event Quick Facts



why do weCelebrate?
joy

support
Doctors, nurses, and families work together to 
ensure these kids are healthy enough to attend 
this event. And they are there every step of the 
way, from bedside to Celebration day. 

This special event provides a day of 
normalcy in these children’s lives, 

where they can have fun being a kid, 
spend a few moments outside hospital 

walls, and take quality time with family.

The kids are the real champions 
at this event—cheered on all sides 

by military, sports stars, and 
celebrities. They are the ones 

signing autographs and taking 
their rightful place in the limelight. dreams



Celebrate?
healing

courage
So Why Celebrate?

Coming together is the most 
powerful medicine—no matter 

what age, ailment, or walk of life. 
Whether survivors, in treatment or 

remembering those we have lost, 
the community heals together.

The funds raised help kids be strong 
during their fight against cancer. From 
physical resources to emotional guidance, 
we give them and their families the things 
they need to cope. Your donation helps 
them be brave against all odds.

Our Champions are the true 
heroes: laughing, smiling 

and teaching the rest of us 
something important about 

life. Because they are our 
inspiration—and because 

they deserve it.



I am honored to again be part of the 28th Annual Celebration of Champions®. 
Having been at the Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders for 30 
years, I understand the impact of this amazing event and the benefit the 
fundraising has for our Psychosocial Program.

A cancer diagnosis brings fear, uncertainty, and doubts. Fighting cancer is 
difficult and exhausting for children and their loved ones. At the Peckham 
Center, patients receive leading-edge treatments and lifesaving therapies 
along with supportive services for the whole family to guide them through 
their cancer journey. Through the generous contributions of Celebration 
sponsors and the many dedicated volunteers, these programs are available to 
offer hope and encouragement to our patients and their families. Services 
include integrative medicine, parent liaisons, child life specialists, spiritual 
care and Thriving After Cancer.

For the 12th consecutive year, U.S. News & World Report ranked the Rady 
Children’s Hospital Cancer Program among the top in the nation. Our 
outstanding Psychosocial Program contributed to this high ranking.

On behalf of our patients and families, thank you. Your partnership is 
instrumental as we care for these amazing children who bravely face the 
challenges presented by a cancer diagnosis.

With gratitude,

William D. Roberts, MD

Celebration of Champions® Use of Funds

William D. Roberts, MD
Director, Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders
Division Chief, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, 
Rady Children’s and UC San Diego



Visit: www.celebrationofchampions.com

Become a sponsor yourself by simply completing the enclosed sponsorship form.

The team at SENTRE, a vertically 
integrated real estate investment firm 
headquartered in San Diego, has long 
partnered with Rady Children’s Hospital-
San Diego as a focal point of our community 
investment. As part of this support, we’ve 
proudly sponsored the Celebration of 
Champions® event for the last 27 years. This 
annual event honors the heroic efforts of 
children fighting cancer and supports families 
in need at Rady Children’s Peckham Center for 
Cancer and Blood Disorders.

As the largest pediatric cancer care program 
serving San Diego, Riverside and Imperial 
counties, the Peckham Center for Cancer and Blood 
Disorders provides specialized cancer treatment and hematology services. It is also the only 
pediatric blood and bone marrow transplant program serving San Diego and Imperial counties. 

However, many of its award-winning social, psychological, and emotional cancer support programs are 
only made possible by funds raised through the Celebration of Champions® event. The need for these 
programs continues to grow and the team at Rady Children’s hopes to continue to expand these services 
to better meet changing social and emotional needs of the families they serve.  

A core brand promise at SENTRE is to “Reimagine Real Estate for Good”. As a robust, innovative 
company powered by passion, we hope that what we do as a team reverberates throughout our 
community in a way that goes well beyond our investment in real estate. Every year our team looks 
forward to volunteering at Celebration of Champions® and lifting up families and children battling 
cancer. But we can’t do it alone. 

Will you join us in supporting this signature event by becoming a sponsor? To learn more about the 
seven sponsorship levels, visit celebrationofchampions.com/become_supporter.html or contact 
cofcsponsors@gmail.com. I hope to see you out there!

Doug Arthur  
President & CEO,
SENTRE

hearing from one of our 
Special Sponsors



Sponsor Impact  
& Event Benefits*

*Please note that Sponsor Impact & Event Benefits are subject  
to change. Additional updates may be made due to potential 
COVID-19 or other public health and safety restrictions.

Presenting 
Sponsor 
$100,000

Relay Race 
Sponsor
$50,000

Champion 
Sponsor
$25,000

Finish Line 
Sponsor
$15,000

Starting Block  
Sponsor
$10,000

Torch
Sponsor
$5,000

Pennant 
Sponsor
$1,500

Tax Deduction $100,000 $50,000 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000 $5,000 $1,500

Number of Champions and families your sponsorship  
sends to the event 50 25 15 10 5 3 1

Publicity Benefits
Placement of personalized signage at various locations at event 
site and listing on Champion Board (CB) 3 2 2 2 2 2 Pennant

Carnival Opportunity Yes Yes Yes Yes – – –

Placement of corporate logo on Celebration website Yes, Permanent, 
Fixed, Prominent

Yes, Fixed 1 yr., 
Prominent Yes, Fixed 1 yr. Yes 1 yr. Yes 1 yr. Yes 1 yr. –

Media Opportunities
Press releases  
& social media 
opportunities

Press releases  
& social media 
opportunities

Press releases  
& social media 
opportunities

Press releases Press releases – –

Participate in Media Interviews At Event Pre-event – – – – –

Relay Race Benefits
Your name on all event t-shirts Yes Yes Yes – – – –

Polo/T-shirts with event logo 20 15 10 6 4 2 1

Partnership Benefits
Customized Partnership Benefits of your choice  
(inquire for details) 1 1 1 – – – –

Participate in Awards Ceremony and/or receive Team Photo Plaque and 
photo

Plaque and 
photo

Plaque and 
photo

Plaque and 
photo

Plaque and 
photo

Plaque and 
photo Photo

Invitation to Exclusive Education Opportunities 30 30 25 15 10 5 2

Your contribution helps in more than one way!  
It underwrites the cost for Champions and their 
families to attend the Celebration of Champions®, 
where they will spend a day away from the hospital, 
filled with carefree fun, laughter, and inspiration for 
the road ahead.

Additionally, your generosity will fund unique cancer 
support programs offered at the Peckham Center, 
some of which are 100% dependent  
on philanthropy.

• Hematology/Oncology Parent Liaison Program: 
Parents of children who have been treated at the 
Peckham Center are available to provide peer 
support to newly-diagnosed patients and their 
families, easing their transition.

• Child Life Services: Specialists psychologically 
prepare patients and their families for procedures, 
tests and surgeries using tools such as education, 
coping techniques and school visits.

• Counseling Services: Staff provide crisis 
intervention, supportive therapy, and referrals as 
needed to patients and families.

• 2023 Champions’ Wish: Supporting families that 
are here for extended stays and need assistance 
with housing, such as bone marrow transplant 
families.

• Peckham Center Greatest Needs: Programs that 
bring hope to patients and their families during 
traumatic times including integrative medical staff 
and programming, clinical psychologist, 
neuropsychological testing, healing arts and other 
programs determined by medical personnel to be 
the Center’s greatest needs. 

Supporting Children with Cancer
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The La Playa Unit
Since 1953, the La Playa Unit of Rady Children’s Hospital Auxiliary has been 
advocating for the health of San Diego children. In doing so, our lives have 
been enriched by the bravery of children and their families who face 
extraordinary challenges every day, and the dedication of the Rady Children’s 
staff which works to heal them.
We invite you to partner with us as one of our very special Sponsors. Your 
participation will provide a deep satisfaction from caring for those who have 
received a life-altering diagnosis of pediatric cancer or other blood disorder.

Our Mission
To work in partnership with Rady Children’s Hospital-San Diego and to 
support its mission through advocating for the health and well-being of 
children, increasing community awareness of Rady Children’s, and fundraising.

The production and printing of this brochure has been entirely  
underwritten by the kind generosity of Creative Fusion.

Supporting Children with Cancer


